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Jesse R. Hampson was born March
20tli, 1804, at Mill Creek, Huntingdon
Co., Pennsylvania. As he was blessed
with pious parents, whose example and
instruction were adapted to exert a
happy influence upon their children, it

is by no means strange that, from very
•early life, he was inclined to serious-
ness, and often was more or less deep-
ly impressed with the importance of
experimental religion. It was not
however, till he had attained the age of
twenty-one or twenty-two years, that

he gained satisfactory evidence of his

own personal interest in Christ. Soon
after, viz. in the year 182G, he publicly

professed faith in tlie Lord Jesus, and
yielded himself, in willing, joyful obe-
dience, to his example and command,
by being buried with him m baptism,
and miiting in fellowship with the

Baptist church in his native town, of
which his father was then a deacon.
Our young friend was the first youth
that became connected with the church
in that place ; but his union with it was
soon followed by that of a number of
his youthful associates. Deeply im-
pressed himselfwith the worth ofsouls,
as measured by a Savior's death, and
impelled by the inexpressible joys of a
hope full of immortality, he gladly
sought out and embraced convenient
opportunities of introducing the sub-
ject of personal religion to his young
companions. Nor did he labor in vain.

Within the space of a single year, he
enjoyed the rich gratificaUon of wel-
coming nearly half a score of those
whose salvation he had so earnestly

sought, as participants with him of the

13

grace of God, and as fellow-laborers in
the cause of their Lord and Master.

It is not surprising that, coming for-

ward under such circumstances, pos-
sessing promising gifts, and a heart
warmly engaged in the promotion of

j

religion and virtue, he was looked
I upon as a rare example of pious con-
secration, and drew do^vn upon him-
self the notice and the admiration of
both old and young. To one of differ-

ent temperament, and with less of
genuine humility, thi^ might have been
a fatal, or at least a severely injurious
trial

;
iDUt, by the grace of God, he was

preserved from undue exaltation
; and

the early exercise of watchfulness over
his own heart, which was thus made
imperative, became of permanent ben-
efit to him afterward.

Not very long after this period, he
began to be seriously impressed with
the conviction that it migM he duty for

him to devote his life to the work of
the Christian ministry. An humble
sense of his own insufficiency, and the
want of better literar)' advantages than
he had enjoyed, seem to have been the
principal impediments to his yielding
up his mind to a full conviction of duty
on this subject. Even these obstacles

do not appear to have led to an aban-
donment of the idea that Divine Prov-
dence might yet open the way for his

acquirmg some of those useful requi-

sites, without which he could not bear
to think of responsibilities so vast and
solemn. This period of suspense was
one of spiritual profit to his own soul,

and his daily growth in grace and in

know ledge, together with his steadfast-

ness in the doctrines and duties of his

Christian profession, pointed him out
to the chinch in Williamsburg, whith-
er he had removed, and of which he
was a member, as one whose gifts
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should not be bm-ied in a private sta-

tion. By the earnest persuasion of the

leading members of the church, he was

induced to exercise his gifts in a more
public manner; and the satisfaction

resulting from these incipient efforts,

was so universal, that the unqualified

approbation and license of the church

was given him as a preacher of the

gospel.

It was a happy circumstance for him,

that his best and wisest friends in the

church, instead of seeking to engross

him in present labors, and keep his

mind still immature and unfurnished

for the great work to which he was
henceforth to be devoted, acquiesced

most cheerfully in the propj-iety of

his own convictions that he ought to

make such arrangements as would en-

able him to give his time principally to

studies directly subservient to his great

object. At this time he was engaged
in mercantile business, with an enter-

prising partner, and in a flourishing

establishment. He had begun to taste

of success, and was in just those cir-

cumstances which are ordinarily most
alluring to the ardent minds of young
men. It may readily be conceived,

therefore, that he had to meet a worldly

temptation of no inconsiderable power,

when called to renounce these flatter-

ing prospects. But his love to Christ

and to souls enabled him with cheer-

ful promptness to make the required

sacrifice. Immediately he " conferred

not with flesh and blood," l)ut was obe-

dient to the heavenly mandate whicli

beckoned him away. In a letter ad-

dressed by him to the Rev. Dr. Brantly,

then of Philadelphia, he describes with

honest simplicity his early course of

life, as the son of a farmer in moderate
circumstances, with a numerous family

of children, ^\ ho all received a com-
mon backwoods education. He goes on

to express his own desire for additional

advantages, and the plans he had form-

ed for securing them, viz. to fit himself

first for a teacher of a common school,

and then spend one year in giving in-

struction, that he might procure the

means of farther literaiy advancement.

He had pursued this plan until his

health failed : and he had then been

compelled to resort to more active

employment than teaching. The chief

purpose of the letter, after modestly

explaining his circumstances, was to

inquire for a manual labor school, where
he might secure exercise and thereby

promote his health, at the same time

that he was striving to enrich his mind.
|

Such a situation he found in the
Haddington Institution, near Philadel-
phia, to which he came in the fall of
1833. He entered immediately upon
the course marked out for him in that

seminary, and for three years (with
some slight interruptions, occasioned
by ill health,) he prosecuted his studies,

under the direction of the faculty, with
honor to himself and satisfaction to

them. His mind, ifnot of the very first

order, was well balanced and highly
respectable ; and his acquisitions were
such as might put to shame many a
versatile genius, so vain of its powers
of rapid progress as to be unable to

confine its soarings to a steady and
useful course of study. In acquiring
ancient languages, and especially a
biblical familiarity with the Greek and
Hebrew, he evinced great satisfaction;

and his advancement, considering the
limited tune he could apply to these
acquisitions, was highly commendable.
It has been remarked of him by an in-

timate associate, "that being naturally
fond of retirement, he found it less

difficult than many, to withdraw from
society, and concentrate his powers in

the pursuit of that knowledge for
which he had a thirst so ardent and
insatiable." But whether this peculi-
arity of his disposition be regarded as
cause or effect, the results were equally
satisfactory.—Soon after entering the
Institution at Haddington, he trans-

ferred his church relation to the
Spruce Street Baptist Church, Phila-
delphia; and almost every Sabbath
found him engaged in some destitute

place in the vicinity, with eager de-
sires to proclaim the unsearchable
riches of the gospel to the perishing.
These labors were not in vain. Many
can testify to the fidelity and power
W'ith which he uttered the messages of
salvation, and the Lord made his testi-

mony effectual in several instances to

the awakening and conversion of souls.

There are those in whose cherished
recollections his image will long re-
main identified with the pious conver-
sation, the earnest importunity, and
the consistency of a holy and devout
example, by which they were instru-

mentally led to give the subject of
religion more serious regard than be-
fore ; some of w^hom have already been
led to embrace the Savior as their only
ho]je.

As he was often called to minister to

destitute churches on the Sabbath, a
solicitude w as expressed that he should
receive ordination, that he might be
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duly authorized to administer the or-

dinances of the gospel. It is believed
that in assenting to this, he rather
yielded to the importunity of others,

than to an intelligent conviction of its

propriety at that time, or to any feeling

of desire for this premature investment
with official honors. Though, as a
general rule, the ordination of students,

while engaged in prosecuting a course
of preparation for usefulness, is de-
cidedly to be deprecated, yet there
were here some special reasons for

exception
;
and, by the request of the

church of w hich he was a member, he
was ordained as an evangelist, the 26th
of Jan., 1835.

In the autumn of the following year,

the Baptist Chin-ch in Blockley, to

which he had frequently ministered,
and which for a considerable period
anterior to this time, had been in a
destitute and broken state, vexed w ith

schism and party, as well as depressed
with coldness and remissness in duty,

were induced to solicit his services

as their pastor. His mind was long
and painfully exercised with doubt in

reference to his path of duty. On one
hand, he desired still farther to prose-
cute his studies, and to carry out some
plans which seemed incompatible with
so early a settlement On the other,

the distressed situation of this church,
the importunity with which they press-

ed their suit, and the plea which was
urged upon him that his refusal to ac-

cede to their wishes would j)robably

result in their dissolution and ruin,

kept his mind in painful indecision.

At length he sacrificed his predilec-

tions, and to promote the advantage of
others and, as he hoped, the cause of
the Redeemer, he acceded to the re-

quest of the church, and, before the end
of the year, was publicly recognized
as their pastor.

In this new relation his labors were
abundant, and to a veiy happy degree
successful. Union and peace were
restored to the church, and he was
cheered by the privilege of welcoming
a considerable accession to its num-
bers. The manner in which he bore
the office and discharged the duties of
pastor, gave entire satisfaction to his

people, and, by the blessing of heaven,
promoted their advancement in intelli-

gent, practical godliness. This very

success seems to have awakened in the

bosom of Mr. Hampson those feelings

and desires, in reference to a missiona-

ry life, which in a few months led him
to offer himself for this service. There

is abundant evidence, that from the
early period of his exercises in refer-

ence to his duty to become a preacher
of the gospel, his mind had been
directed to the great missionary field.

Li the letter above referred to, he says

:

" The condition of the Indians has
deeply at}ected my feelings, for sev-
eral years. I have had a great de-
sire to go amongst them. I have made
it a subject of much prayer that I might
be led in the path of duty ; and the de-
sire bears with increased weight upon
my mind."
He next mentions having seen an

account of a translation of the scrip-

tures into the Ojibwa language by the
worthy Dr. James, which gave him
great pleasure. He also intimates his
desire, if that could be, of putting him-
self immediately under the instruction

of Dr. J., that he might learn the lan-

guage of that tribe, and go to teach
the untutored savage the knowledge
of the true God, and of a crucified Sa-
vior. These feelings of ardent desire

for missionary toils, never left him dur-
ing his course of studies. Although
at times he feared that his precarious
state of health, and the anxious solici-

tude of a now widowed mother, to have
him near her, might throw insuj)erable

obstacles in his way, yet he trusted in

God, and hoped, rather than felt the
assurance, that one day this cherished
purpose might be realized, and he be
permitted to stand on heathen ground.
His desires in this respect, were very
similar to those of the pious Samuel
Pearce ; and though neither of them
was permitted to enter the missionary
field, yet was not their willing self-con-

secration to this work in vain. Mr.
Hampson, at this jjeriod, conferred
freely w ith his personal friends, and
the Iriends of missions in this vicinity,

and the result was a determination on
his part to offer himself to the Board.
Their annual meeting, the last of April,

1837, was held in Philadelphia, and
this gave him an opportunity to carry

his design into execution. On the loth
of the following month he was appoint-
ed a missionary of the Board to India.

Within a few weeks after he receiv-

ed information of this appointment, he
took a journey uito the interior of the
State, principally for the purpose of
visiting that aged, widowed mother,
whose strong reluctance to part with
him, had been his chief hindrance to

an earlier decision. He was absent
several months; and though, in setting

out on this journey, he had confidently
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reckoned on an improvement of his

health, which was rather delicate, it

seemed to have a contrary effect, for

he returned decidedly more feeble.

Still it was hoped that a little rest, and

the usual remedies, which he had been

accustomed to employ vrith good ef-

fect, would soon restore him. But the

event proved otherwise. The clouds

seemed to return after the rain ; one

relapse followed another, until nature,

exhausted by the frequent effort of her

recuperative energies, sunk down en-

tirely prostrated. Before the close of

autumn, it was evident that consump-
tion had fixed its tenacious, unyielding

grasp upon his vitals ; and it only re-

mained for friends to watch over the

protracted sufferings of his remaining
days, uncheered with any hope of his

recovery. The sufferer himself was
not ready, at first, to acquiesce in this

conviction of the fatal character of his

disease. He seemed to cling to life,

not because he dreaded to think of its

termination, but from the conviction

that God had yet a work for him to

perform on earth, and among the hea-

then. By degrees, however, this idea

faded away, and, with a cheerful coun-
tenance, and evidently from a happy
heart, he said, " The will of the Lord
be done." After this period, he still

lingered for some ten or twelve weeks,
in the perfect possession of his facul-

ties, an example of patience, resigna-

tion, and hope. His was a privileged

chamber ; and proximity to the grave,

and to eternity, shed around him a holy

and cheerful calmness, as foreign to

the melancholy and gloom which are

the usual concomitants of the scene of
death, as was the Christian composure
of this young man unlike the trifling

and evanescent joys of the worldling.

He conversed freely with his friends

on every appropriate topic, gave mi-

nute directions in reference to his sec-

ular affairs, entered with kind and
benevolent sympathy into the feelings

and condition of those around him,

and especially manifested a most devo-

tional spirit ; a frame of mmd which
made prayer and praise ever welcome
to his feelings. Whenever the privi-

lege could be enjoyed, he united with
his ministering brethren, in offering up
their petitions at his bedside ; but he
was not dependent on such aid. His
communion with heaven seemed con-
tinual. His prayeis were offered for

his relatives, for the church of A^•hich

he had been pastor, and whose sympa-
thizing tenderness now followed him

in the form of constant and kind in-

quiry after his welfare. Especially did
he bear on his heart that missionary
enterprise with which he had hoped
to be identified. The Board, and all

the missionaries in heathen lands, as

well as the poor pagans for whom he
had hoped to live, and toil, and with
them die, these all shared his continu-

al supplications. Without any mani-
festation of extatic fei-v'or, he was
blessed with continual peace. His re-

liance was not on his own frame and
feelings, but on the perfect righteous-

ness of his Redeemer. Here his faith

was unshaken, and on this solid foun-

dation his hope rested immoveable.
There was nothing of very peculiar in-

terest, either to himself or to his

friends, in the closing scene of life.

Such was the weakness of exhausted
nature, that he made very little effort

to converse. Indeed, it seemed unne-
cessary. He had finished the work
which God gave him to perform, and it

only remamed for him to die as he had
lived, TRUSTING IN CHRIST ALONE. Hc
fell asleep on Lord's-day evening,

April 8, 1838, aged 34. His remains
were followed to the grave by a nu-
merous collection of friends, among
whom were many of his brethren in

the ministry. An appropriate discourse
was delivered by the Rev. J. J. Wool-
sey, his successor in office as pastor of
the Blockley Church. In the cemetery
adjoining their place of worship, and
by the side of the remains of the la-

mented Ashton, his dust has been de-

posited, to await the summons of the
resurrection day.

Such, briefly, was the earthly course
of our beloved brother, and such his

departure from this world of suffering,

to one of peace and holy rest. While
he was yet with us, he was devoted,
in a high and peculiar sense, to the
cause of missions to the heathen, and
when his wasting frame and hopeless
decline forbade all reasonable expec-
tations, that in person he might go far

hence to proclaim a Saviours love to

the benighted nations, with " the ruling
passion strong in death," he gave his

little all of worldly substance to pro-
mote this sacred object So early,

however, was his removal, and so hum-
ble and unobtrusive had been his whole
course of life, that he has left behind
him no abiding tangible memorial;
and beside these pages, and the sim-
ple marble slab which covers his grave,

no public record will remain, to per-

petuate his memory. [Comm.]
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EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF MR.
ABBOTT.

Persecuiion of Karen Christians.

Rangoon, April 5, 1838. To-day
sent assistants to Pantanaii, to teach

school and preach in that church and
vicinity.

20. A Christian chief from 3Iaubee
called to-day. He says the woondouk
of this city has informed him that Chau
Me Po, the old Karen persecutor, has
entered a formal complaint to govern-

ment against the 3Iaubee Christians

;

that they had not only forsaken tlie re-

ligion of their ancestors, but transferred

then- regard from the Burman to the

English government. The woondouk
was indisposed to listen to such a

charge, and dismissed the subject by
saying, "The EngHsh worship Cod in

one way, the Karens in another, and
the Burmans in another. All worship
him in heart, so that it is immaterial as

to form."

30. Assistants returned from Pegu
to-day. The intelligence they bring is

of an interesting character. Several

families in that vicinity have renounced
their supei^stitions, and embraced the

gospel. There is, however, a most vi-

olent opposition from those who re-

main in heathenism.
May 3. Three Christian chiefs came

to me to-day from the Mauliee jungles,

under rather fearful apprehensions that

Chau Me Po will finally succeed in

bringing them into diffictdt\'. He has
been untiring in his efforts, urged on
by his wicked countrymen, by his ha-

tred to the discii)les of Jesus Christ,

by his insatiate thirst for iniquity, and
by the hope of reward. Not one of

the Christian converts has as yet been
apprehended, but they dare not be seen

in the city or at the mission-house.

The class of students whom I had col-

lected, are dispersed for the present.

4. The woondouk, suspecting the

ingenuousness of Chau Me Po, has re-

fused to listen to him. He has, how-
ever, ordered the Christian chiefs to

return to their homes, and obtain the

names of eveiy individual who has
taken religious Ijooks, or embraced the

religion of the " white foreigner."

I have mj self fearful apprehensions

as to the result of this matter. The
woondouk is not only absolute mon-
arch over a large tract of territory, but
a bigoted Boodhist, and capable of
deeds at which hunjanity turns pale

;

actuated withal by a burning hatred to

all foreigners, especially those who in-

termeddle with the political and reli-

gious affairs of the kingdom.
The Karen chiefs return to their vil-

lages to-morrow.
7. Assistants returned from Panta-

nau. The church there, as yet, enjoy
their liberties, and appear to be moving
onward steadily and joyfully in the

Christian course. Since my visit, very
many have turned unto the Lord, and
ai-e now asking for ba])tism. At Bas-
sein, they are repeating their calls for

books and another visit.

10. Christia!! chiefs, af>er getting

the names of all the native Christians

in their respective villages, returned
to-day, and visited some of the under
officers of government, with presents

;

but were sent away contemptuously.
11. The chiefs went before the of-

ficers again to-day, with larger pres-

ents ; were appnrentlxj kindly received,

and were told that if they would go
before the woondouk with suitable pres-

ents, he would probably dismiss the

subject, and let them return unmolest-
ed. This is the way they do business
in this country, and is now the only
way in which the Karen Christians

can escape torture.

12. To-day, they (the Christian

chiefs) went to the woondouk. Af\er
laying down their ])resents before him,
they handed him the paper containing

the names of the baptized Christians

which they had collected. The woon-
douk looked at it a moment, and threw
it from him with sovereign contempt.
The Karens then expected to hear him
say, " Put heavy irons on those Karens'
feet, and thrust them into prison." But
they were permitted to depart without
molestation. At the dusk of evening
they came to me quietly, and told me
what had passed.

13. Sabbath. Several Karens came
in from the Pantanau church. Had
worship morning and evening in Ka-
ren.

15. The chiefs from Maubee came
to me again to-day, with sad counte-
nances. They now understand the
meaning of the woondouk, in treating
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them as he did on the 12th. He told

his wife that evening Jww he intended

to torture the Karen Ciiristians; viz.

thrust a small hollow stick down their

throats, JiUed with powder, apply the fire,

and blow them to atoms. It would be

just like the man to do it ; but his wife,

more humane than himself, besought
him not to thus wantonly, and without
the least cause, torture those poor Ka-
rens. He was finally prevailed on to

relinquish his determination, but said,

they must pay him 200 rupees for their

release. I shall have no hesitancy in

advising them to pay it ; for they must,

or suffer.

16. The affair still wears a serious

aspect. The chiefs, who remain con-
cealed outside the city walls, have sent

word to me to-day that they fear they

cannot possibly escape torture ; that all

the money they can raise, will not be
sufficient to assuage the wrath of the

woondouk. Another item in their mes-
sage to me was, " Pray for us !

" Pre-

cious disciples of my Master—such a
request was not necessary !

17. The chiefs to-day obtained the

money requisite, gave it to the woon-
douk, and he appears to be reconciled

;

but he charged the Karens not to wor-
ship the foreigner's God ; Avhich will

probably have about the same influ-

ence that a certain " command " once
had on the conduct of Peter and John.

24. Sabbath. Karens ventured to

come into the city to-day, the first time
during these several days. All is quiet

as it regards them ; but when will the

light of civil and religious liberty dawn
on these fields of death ! Alas for be-

nighted Burmah ! Once, far and wide
in this great empire was heard tlie

voice of salvation. Now it is hushed
to silence ; the multitudes " are joined

to their idols." Forsaken of God"
appears to be inscribed on the splendid
objects of their superstitious adoration

—on the Avails of their cities—on their

habitations, and on the tablets of their

hearts !

June 1. The Karens who have vis-

ited me for several days past, say all

is quiet in the Christian villages, and
the disciples rejoice in a momentary
peace.

7. Chau Me Po, himself, called on
me to-day

;
says he should not have

conducted as he did towards the Chris-

tians, had he not been mstigated to do
so by other chiefs, who are not only
opposed to the disciples of Christ, but
jealous of the growing power of the

Christian chiefs. He says he worships

God every day, and has no doubt he is

going to heaven when he dies, like

many others, whose profession and
practice do not exactly agree. He
does in fact kneel down and " say his
prayers," every morning, and does it

too in a very consistent manner. But
he rises up, and spends the day in

lying, drunkenness, and stealing, and
persecuting the true children of God.
He spent most of the day with me, and
listened to truth with some attention

;

but, when undeceived as to his real

state, said, " Well, if I go to hell—go
to hell."

Young Chief of Bassein—Letter—Arri-

val at Rangoon.

8. Several Christians from Bassein
and Pantanau, came to Rangoon to-day
to " visit the teacher." They brought
a letter from a chief of Bassein, a young
man of superior talents, and of very
extensive influence, who had never
heard a word of the gospel till last

December, during my first visit to that

region. He has since learned to read
and write his own language fluently

;

has renounced heathenism in all its

forms and ceremonies, and embraced
the religion of the Bible. I give a lit-

eral translation of his letter.

" Shway Weing'^s letter to his brother.

" O Teacher !—My brethren, at the
villages of Pah-pay, Kau-nee, Kah-kau
and Kyouk Kyoung-gee, and on to-

wards the setting sun, all worship God,
every individual. But we have no
books. That we may have books and
instruction, will you not come and
bring them ? There is not an individ-

ual, among all who worship God, who
can instruct us. O teacher! that we
may fully understand the word of the

eternal God, and keep it, and be en-
abled to distinguish between right and
wrong, we are very anxious that you
come again. If you cannot come your-
self, send teacher De Poh, with books.

O brother teacher ! although we wor-
ship God, we do not know any thing
yet. If you come, do not forget to

bring a great many books. O brother

!

your brethren, Shway Weing, Moung
y6, and Moung Shway, request you to

come. I have therefore written this

letter. If this letter arrives, and you
look at it, you will understand, O
brother !

"

10. Commenced school with a class

of fourteen young men. Most of them
are from Bassein, and are not baptized,

nor shall I deem it prudent to baptize



,1839.] Karens :—Journal of Mr. Ahhott.

them in the city, although they are

veiy urgent, some of them, to be bap-
tized immediately.

15. Have to-day finished the revi-

sion of Luke, in Karen, which br.

Mason sent me in manuscript pre-

viously to printing. I am perfectly

vf^W satisfied in leaving the translation

of the scriptures into the Karen lan-

guage to him. The differences of dia-

lect, which have hitherto been thought
to be considerable, 1 find will not aft'ect

the written forms so much as was
feared.

17. Sabbath. Eighteen Karens at

worship. All is quiet in the city, and
I hope to continue my school without
molestation.

20. Shway Weing, the "young
chief" from Bassein, arrived to-day

with nine other young men, who were
converted through his instrumentality,

and whom he intends to leave with me
to study. He gives an interesting ac-

count of his efforts to enlighten his

countrymen in the knowledge of the

Christian religion. He grasps the sub-

ject himself with a master mind, and
has a talent to communicate what he
knows to others. He says, that for

several weeks past, his house has been
thronged with visiters from distant vil-

lages, who have come expressly to

learn from him concerning this new
religion. Many of these stay with him
several days—learn to read a little

—

get a book, and return to tell their

neighbors what they have heard, and
to read to them. His object in coming
to me now, is to be ba})tized, and carry

back books on his return. On learning

that I had but very few Karen books
just now, he said by all means he
must have 500—one for each house ; if

not so many, 30—one for each village.

21. The young chief says he cannot
return to his village unless he is bap-
tized. I s])ent yesterday and last even-
ing with him, and a more interesting

converted heathen I have never seen.

When I first saw him, last Dec, he
was one of the most ungovernable,
wicked and reckless heathen that I

ever saw. He is now " clothed, and in

his right mind, sitting at the feet of
Jesus"—a praying, humble, consistent

Christian.

22. Very early this morning, re-

paired to a small lake, away from the

city, in a retired spot, where I baptized
the young chief, after which he left for

his native wilds.

Eight of the young men who came
With him, remain with me, making my

class twenty-two—more than I intend-

ed to allow to remain in the city at one
time. I know not but we shall draw
down upon ourselves the wrath of the

Burman officers.

July 1. Heavy falls of rain have
prevented the Christians from coming
into the city from their villages. The
students studying with me, are very

much straitened for want of room, as

our dwelling-house, Karen boarding-
house, school-room, &c., are all under
one roof. Several of them have been
attacked with fever, owing, no doubt,

to their confinement.
10. Have concluded to send six or

eight of the students to the jungles
near by, to be instructed there by one of
the assistants. It is impossible for them
all to remain in their narrow quarters

in the city, with safety to their lives.

27. On the lltli inst., I was attacked

violently with a fever—which, how-
ever, was checked in a few days, by
the timely aid of excellent physicians.

Still, a pain in the side, and other

symptoms, have given intimations of
an affection of the liver. They say a
trip to sea will be of material benefit

to me—but I see not how I can possi-

bly leave my class of young men now.
Aug. 1. Health still feeble—four-

teen students doing well at their stud-

ies—and several begging for baptism.

Return of the Young Cliief—Arrest and
Imprisonment of Karen Christians.

5. Sabbath. Thirty Karens at wor-
ship, among whom were the young
chief from Bassein and several from
Pantanau, who have come af\er books,

and to ask for baptism. Four have died

at Bassein within the last few weeks,
all of whom heard the gospel last Dec.
for the first time. They had all re-

nounced their heathenish superstitions

and embraced the truth, before their

death. One has died in the Pantanau
church, an old woman one hundred and
twenty years of age. After groping her
way in the dark for more than a cen-
tury

—

at the close of the hundred and
twentieth year the notes of salvation

through a crucified Savior fell on her
ear—a ray of light divine pierced her
poor dark soul. She believed and was
baptized, and "died in the faith."

The young chief says he wants
a thousand books, one for each of

those who have learned to read, and
who worship God.

G. Dark clouds are again gathering

around us this evening. Four of the
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Karens are under an arrest, and will

probably be cast into prison. The cir-

cumstances under which they were
apprehended, are these. The Karens
who came from Basse in and Panta-
nau, fourteen in all, were to return,

some of them this evening, and others

in the morning. Six of the number,
taking several books in a small covered
basket, which they carry under their

arm, left the citj^, and went out to sleep
in their boat, which is away some dis-

tance. Others also, who were to leave

my house in the morning, took their

basket of books and started to carry
them out of ihe city gates, designing to

return and s})end the night here, and
take their books as they passed along
in the morning. They did this to

avoid the observation of the Bur-
mans. As one of them, however,
was passing out, the gate-keeper
asked him what he had in his basket?
" Sugar," was the reply

;
which,

although true, was evasive, as he had
more books than sugar. But his plan
did not succeed. The gate-keeper,
probably suspecting him to be a Karen
Christian, insisted on seeing what he
had in his basket. On finding Karen
books, he of course took the Karen
before a petty oflicer, for examination.
Some of the other Karens, who had
escaped, came in great terror and
informed us of what had happened.
I knew veiy well it would not do for

me to meddle with the affair ; but a
Bengalee Christian, to whose house
the Karen was going with his books,

on hearing of the occurrence, came to

me, and said, if some one would direct

him to the officer's house, before whom
the Karen had been taken, he woidd
go and represent to the officer the

character of the Karen, and that Bur-
mans carry out books ummolested, &c.
&c., and he believed the officer would
release him. Two young students, who
knew where the officer lived, accord-

ingly started off! Some of the offi-

cer's attendants, on seeing them, and
knowing them to be Karens, caught
them. The Bengalee returned, but did

not tell me that the two Karen students

had been apprehended. The Burman
officer had ascertained that there was a

Karen chief at my house. He told the

Bengalee that if the chief would come,
and state that the man who had the

books was his follower, he would re-

lease him. The chief of whom I have
spoken, with intense anxiety, depicted

in his countenance, said, " Teacher,
what shall I do ? " I unhesitatingly

told him to go, and demand his follow-
er. He went, and the Burmans seized
him ; so that now four of them are ap-
prehended, and the Burmans would
have caught the rest, if I had not kept
them concealed in my house,

7. The four Karens were taken be-
fore some of the principal officers to-

day, and questioned as to where they
live—what they are in this city for

—

their names—their parents, brothers,

sisters, and their names—how many
have learned to read Karen—and how
many have been baptized, and become
the disciples of a " foreigner." In
short, every thing relating to the king-

dom of Christ, and my efforts among
the Karens, was laid open before the

officers, and recorded in the " black
book." -The Karens, after their ancles

had been fastened in double irons,

were then thrust into the common pris-

on, with thieves, robbers, and murder-
ers, their clothing taken away, and a
bit of old cloth given them to tie about
their loins.

8. Early this morning, tlie affair of
the Karens was formally laid before
the woondouk, by the officer who had
caused them to be thrust into prison.
" Where are they now ?" said the woon-
douk. "In prison," was the reply.

"There let them remain." This was
all the attention the woondouk be-
stowed upon the subject. I sent Tau-
nali to the prison, to inquire after the

prisoners. As he is a British subject,

he has only to say he lives at Maul-
main, and the Burman officers dare not
meddle with him. The poor prison-

ers told him how they had spent the
night, viz. their ancles loaded with
heavy iron fetters, their feet elevated

about two feet, and " made fast in the

stocks," their hands drawn back over
the head, and upward at the same time
and made fast also, their hips alone
resting on tlie floor. They told Tau-
nah, however, that they should have
cared nothing for this, comparatively,

but for the swarms of musquitoes, i

which preyed all night upon their na- i

ked bodies. Li the course of the day,
i

a Burman, who is in some way con- i

nected with the officers, and who pre-

tends to be friendly to us, came with a
sad countenance, and said, " The or-

der is given for those Karens to be ex-

ecuted, as an example to the Karens
and all otliers, that they are to receive

no more Christian books." Although
I do not credit his story, it is indica-

tive of the disposition of the govern-

ment. They have sent out this report,
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no donbt, to frighten the people, es-
pecially the Karens in prison, and to

induce their friends, or some one, to

otfer a large sum of money for their
ransom. It is evidently the determin-
ation ofthe government to put an effect-

ual stop to the progress of Christianity
among the Karens, as they have done
among the Burmans ; and they will
not be scrupulous as to the measures
tliey employ to accomplish their end.
The poor Karens now in prison, may
have to suffer death for the sake of
their religion—at least a long impris-
onment, or be ransomed only at an
immense expense. But what" if they
do suffer death ? Is it recorded on the
annals of the world, that persecution
ever stopped the progress of the gospel
of Christ? There are hundreds of
Karens in these wilds, who would die
too before they would renounce their
faith in " Jesus." Moreover, the work
of conversion is going on at a hitherto
unparalleled rate, and, I believe in Grod,

is destined still to go on,

" Though earth and hell oppose."

At evening, sent Taunah again to the
l)rison, to offer a present to the jailer, if

perchance he will allow the prisoners
a little rest.

9. The Burman who called yester-
day, and said the Karens were to be
executed, came again to-day, and said
tliey are not to be killed, but cannot
bo liberated unless I or somebody else
\\ \[\ present a petition to the woon-
• louk, accompanied with a large pres-
to nt. I expected it would finally come
to this. The officers are now fully

aware that the prisoners are connected
w 'llh me, and suppose, of course, that
I will give money rather than see them
SI iffer. But to present a petition, would
he to acknowledge that the woondouk
is a great, and good, and excellent and
righteous lord, and that the Karens
are deserving of all which his excellen-
cy may see proper to inflict, and to plead
his known clemency and mercy, and
then give an immense sum of money !

The present which Taunah made to

the jailer last night, was accepted, and
one foot and one hand of each of the
prisoners were liberated. The Karen
students all passed out of the cit}^ gates
this morning, quietly and unobserved,
and went to tiie jungles. There are
now six others, who came down with
the young chief, and who are hesitat-

ing whether to return and leave him in

prison. One of the six, a younger
brother of the chief, says he cannot

14

return, and leave his brother in irons,

and be compelled to carry the news of
what has passed at Rangoon to his

brother's wife and babes, and their

poor old father and mother. Indeed it

is doubtful whether they will be able
to return at all, as Burman officers

have been hanging about our house all

day, looking in at the doors and win-
dows, to see if they can lay hold of
another Karen.

30. Taunah visited the prisoners as
usual to-day, carry ing such things as
would make them a little comfortable

;

as all prisoners in this country have to
beg or starve. They told Taunah to

"tell the teacher and teacheress, that
they need have no more anxiety on
their account ; that they had been pray-
ing ever since they had been in prison

;

and that, although they were very fear-

ful and sad when first apprehended,
they are now happy, since God has
answered their prayers."

I have some hope to-day, that their

deliverance will arise from an unex-
pected quarter. Mr. Edwards, the wri-
ter and interpreter to the British Resi-
dent at the court of Amarapura, while
transacting business for the Resident
with the woondouk to-day, mentioned
the case of the Karen Christians iu
prison ; at which the woondouk order-
ed one of his attendants to bring the
basket of Karen books which were
taken from the man first apprehended.
There were in the basket several small
tracts and catechisms, and several cop-
ies of Matthew and John—in all sixty

books. "This is the way you do,"

said the woondouk, smilingly, " to get

away the hearts of my subjects, is it?

You come and fight us, and get away
part of our counfry, and now wish to

turn away the hearts of the poor, igno-

rant Karens " *—and then, with a pom-
pous air, which it would be in vain

for any one but a Burman to attempt
to imitate, proceeded to say—" If you
give these books to the Burmans, who
know too much to be carried away
widi their nonsense, it would be no
matter. But what do the poor, igno-

rant Karens know ? " Mr. E. at length
extorted a promise that they shall final-

ly be released. But it is the promise
of a Burman !

11. To-day the Karen prisoners

were sent to the great pagoda, two
miles from the city, and offered as a

* The Burmans will not distinguish between
an Englishman and an American. They say, we
dress alike, look alike, talk alike, and ar«

aUke,
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sacrifice to the gods. The "young
chief" and tlie one first apprehended,

were in two huge pairs of iron fetters

;

the boys in one each. Their labor will

be to pull up the grass on the large

plat of ground surrounding the pa-

goda, which is, however, sometimes
done by the Burmans volantarily, as a
kind of penance. They will also be
comjielled to beg their rice from day to

day. But their condition is much bet-

ter than when in prison, as they now
have pure air and exercise, and are

not confined in the stocks at night.

But they are deeply degraded in the

view of the Burmans ; as no one but

the most abandoned outcasts are sub-

jected to this punishment, and they

perhaps individuals who have been
sentenced to be executed as mm-der-
ers, but whose sentence has been com-
muted to that of becoming " slaves of

the gods," they and their kindred and
posterity, forever. These slaves are a

class of people of about the same
standing as lepers were in ancient Is-

rael. In fact, the Karens are now un-

der the charge of a keeper who is call-

ed the " leper governor." The thou-

sands and thousands who flock to the

great pagoda on Avorship days, will, of
course, on seeing the Karens there in

ii'ons, suppose them to have committed
some dreadful crime ; and when learn-

ing that that crime consisted in be-

coming the disciples of Jesus Christ,

will naturally Avant to know what the

religion of Jesus Christ is.

12. Taunah visited the pagoda, and
conversed with the slaves. They re-

marked to him that they care nothing

for the positive suffering, but dislike to

be compelled to submit to any thing

which honors the Burman religion
;

for they readily perceive that their

degradation does so.

13. Visited the pagoda myself—the
first time I have seen the Karens since

their imprisonment. I passed them
without speaking; neither did they
speak to me. All who know any thing

of Burman character, advise me to

manifest, for the present, a total indif-

ference to the whole affair; which is

doubtless the prudent course.

14. Again visited the pagoda, and,

as there were very few individuals

near, ventured to converse a moment
with the slaves. One of tlie boys re-

marked to me—" Teacher, tlie Burman
officers say, if Ave are released, Ave

must never again Avorship the ' for-

eigners' God.' " " Well, Avhat did you
ansAver?" "I told him, if aac Avere

released, we should alAA'ays worship
God, and with more zeal than ever."

Mr. E. mentioned the fact of the
Karens having been sent to the pago-
da, to the woondouk this morning,
which he endeavored to evade ; said

that his Avife A\'as the means of their

going there, and that they could not be
liberated unless a petition were pre-

sented. The truth is, the woondouk is

noAv sorry that he made a promise to

release them, and doubtless sent them
to the pagoda, as an offering Avith

which he supposed the gods Avould be
Avell pleased. Now, if he remoA'e his

offering, he Avill commit sacrilege ; if

he do not, he Avill break his promise,
Avhich he Avould make Mr. E. believe

he considers sacred.

15. The Avoondouk publicly declar-

ed, that if anyman mentioned the affair

of those Karens in his hearing, he
Avould cut off his head. Of course he
durst not include a British subject in

that threat. Mr. E. has to-day again
pressed the case upon his notice, and
finally extorted another promise, that

the Karens shall be liberated before
the British Resident leaves for the

capital, AA hich will be in six or eight

days. The Avoondouk moreover de-
clares, that he releases them solely as

a personal favor to Mr. E., and that this

is the only Avay, and he the only per-

son Avho can obtain their liberation.

20. For the last fcAV days, I have
occasionally visited the slaves at the

pagoda, and have uniformly found them
rejoicing in God, although it is still

deemed doubtful by them Avhether they
are ever liberated ; the continual prom-
ises of the Avoondouk to the contrary
notAvithstanding.

I one day slipped a piece of money
into the hands of the young chief, as

they found themselves rather straiten-

ed for food ; but they did not shoAV it,

as they had heard it Avhispered that a
foreigner a\ as giving the slaves money,
and said to Taunah, they hoped I would
give them no more.

I have been obliged to send Avord to

the Christian chiefs in the jungles, to

stay Avhere they are for the present.

They Avere about coming to the city,

to present a petition to the Avoondouk,
and endeavor to redeem their brethren.

But the object cannot noAv be effected

with money. 1 ha\ e made one fruit-

less attempt myself.
21. The Avoondouk promised to lib-

erate the Karens to-day ; but they are

still, 9 o'clock, P. M., in chains. The
Avoondouk gave out the order, in the
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presence of the secretarj'^, who was to

write it, and the " leper governor," who
was to execute it, and of 3Ir. E., to

have the Karens liberated to-day.

Six o'clock this evening was appointed
as the tinje, and Mr. E. agreed to meet
the "leper governor" there at that

hour precisely. Mr. E. called on me,
and we went to the pagoda, expecting
to see the fetters fall from their legs

;

but we were disappointed. We waited
till seven o'clock and longer, and no
"leper governor" came; and we re-

turned, supposing we were to take
another lesson in the baseness and
treachery of Burman character. Just
as I was leaving, one of the Karen
boys said to me—" Teacher, the Bur-
man officers are going to deceive you

;

for the Burmans have told us to-day
that the woondouk will keep promis-
ing, till the Resident leaves for the cap-
ital, aiKl then you will not get us
liberated witliout payuig five himched
rupees."

24. At eight o'clock this morning,
Mr. E. sent me ^vord that the Karens
were at his house. It appears that the

woondouk's order of yesterday has
taken effect ; but I presume it was on
account of the threat of rejwrting the

secretary and " leper governor " to the

woondouk, which Mr. E. sent those
gentlemen, that brought the Karens
this morning. They hoped to extort

money from us, by delaying a few days.

I took the Karens home with me,
had them wash, and gave them clean

garments—and we praised God to-

gether. While they were at the pago-
da, some among the multitudes who
flocked thither to pay their devotions,

reviled them on account of their reli-

gion. One man said, " If you worship
Jesus Christ, why does he not come
and take care of you ? " To which the

Karen replied—" We are not the first

among the disciples of Jesus Christ

who have suflfered persecution." But
the great majority of the people ex-

pressed a sympathy for them, and said

they were well aware that they were
suffering unjustly—that they had done
nothing worthy of such degradation

—

and that the woondouk was a cruel

tyrant; which sentiments, however,
they durst not ex-press openly.

28. The Karens do not express so

much joy at their release, as grief on
account of the danger which will now
attend their carrying books out of the

city. The " young chief," in particu-

lar, said he thought notliing of the

sufferings he had endui-ed^ or of the

.

good garments which the Burmans had
taken away from them, and which of
comse they will never recover; but
he did not feel reconciled to the Bur-
mans keeping those books ; he had
come on jjurpose to get books for those
near Bassein who could read, and
now he must return without one,

25. Succeeded, after a good deal of
trouble, in procuring a pass for the
"young chief," and" in getting him
ready to leave the city ; for the sooner
he leaves, the better. He urged me to

allow him to take as many books aa
he could conceal about his person ; but
I refused to give him one, and remark-
ed, "But yesterday morning, and those
heavy iron fetters fell from your ancles;
should you noAv be fomid with books
in your possession, you would certain-

ly lose your head." "Should so much
the sooner get to heaven," was his re-

ply. Having secured a promise from
me, that I will visit Bassein as soon
as the season will allow, the Karens
departed, repeating their usual request,
" Teacher, i)ray for us !"

Sept. 2. During the past week, a
few Karens have called from the Chris-
tian villages, notwithstanding I had
sent word that they remain in the jmi-
gles for a few weeks at least.

9. Five Karens at worship to-day,

three of them students from Bassein,
who, when the others were imprison-
ed, fled to the Christian villages of
Maubee. As they return to-morrow
morning, they urged me to allow them
to carry- a few small tracts. I told

them I feared, on their account, to let

a book go out the city gates. At sun-

set they were missing—at dusk did not

return. I enquired, and could learn

nothing of them. I had cautioned

them to keep quiet, as the Burman of-

ficers were known to be watching for

them. My anxieties began to increase,

as it was now late in the evening, when
they returned, with smiling counte-

nances. On inquiry, I found they had
taken a quantity of books, passed out

of the gates undetected, and had con-

cealed them at "John's house," intend-

ing to take them as they pass along to-

morrow morning.
10. The three students lefl; this

morning, got their books, and passed
away without molestation. Taunah
also returned to Mauhnain to-day.

He has been of essential service to me,
as he has been accustomed to teach,

and is a better judge of the correct-

ness of translations than most of his

countrymen.



108 Burmali

:

—Letter of Mr. Haswell [May,

EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER OF MR.

HASWELL, DATED AMHERST, . JULY 26,

1838.

Baptisms—Constitution of a church at

Amherst.

Soon after my letter of March last,

I left home, accompanied by one na-

tive assistant, for the purpose of visit-

ing the villages between this place and
Maulmain, hoping, also, that the trip

might prove beneficial to my health.

Within about three weeks, however,

my complaint returned, and I was
obliged to bring the excursion to a

close. While absent, we visited four-

teen villages. In most of them we
were cordially received, and had good
opportunities for preaching the blessed

gospel and distributing tracts, which
we endeavored to improve to the best

advantage. After my return, my health

began to improve. I was encouraged,

also, by the good appearance of a

young man of the name of Moung
Shwa-Ba, a pagoda builder, with whom
we had had conversation, giving him
some books, previous to my leaving

home. He appeared anxious to know
the truth, and professed belief in the

eternal God. We had many fears, how-
ever, lest, like many others who had
caused us to hope they were near the

kingdom of God, he should finally turn

away. He continued to grow in grace,

and in faith, and requested baptism.

While we were considering his case,

Mali Baw, wife of the young man bap-

tized in Januaiy, also asked baptism.

We were rejoiced at this, as we had
for some time felt satisfied there was a

change in her mind. Accordingly, on
the sixth of May, we repaired to a love-

ly water, close by the sea, and enjoyed

a precious season in obeying the com-
mand of the blessed Sa\ior, baptiz-

ing them in the name of the Father,

the Son, and the Holy Ghost. In the

evening of the same day, with the as-

sistance of Mr. Judson, who had come
down the day before, the three con-

verts baptized here, with Mrs. H. and
myself, were formed into a church,

after which we commemorated the

dying love of the dear Redeemer.
The season was truly interesting and
solemn, and we felt that angels in

heaven rejoiced to see another lamp lit

up amidst the darkness of idolatry.

Soon after this, four individuals from

Maulmain were added to our little

number by letter. On the twenty-

fourth of June, Benjamin Lezoas, who
has been in our employ as a school-

teacher, (his father was a Frenchmaai,

and his mother a Burman,) was ap-

proved and baptized.

Conversion and Baptism of Ko Bike—
Schools.

On the fifteenth inst. we again had
occasion to visit the water, to baptize

a man by the name of Ko Bike. The
cause of truth and of missions de-

mands something more than a ])assiiig

notice of this man. He is about thirty-

six years of age, ia Karen by birth, but

brought up among Burmans, and like

them in religion and habits, and one of
the most influential, intelligent, and
wealthy men in the town. About t^ven-

ty years ago he heard the gospel from
Mr. judson ; and again when the mis-

sion was first established in this place.

Two years ago our assistant gave him
a testament, and he has occasionally

heard the gospel ever since, but was
not affected by it until within a few
months. Reading the testament and
Gaudania's books, and comparing them,
led him to desire to knOw the truth.

The more he read of the latter, the

more absurd they appeared, while the

testament seemed more and more like

a true revelation. His mind became
very solicitous, and as his business led

him to and from Maulmain, he would,

call on Mr. Judson when there^ and on

us when he returned, enquiring the

way of salvation, and beseeching .us to

remember him in our prayers to the

living God. He continued to attend

worship every evening, when, he was
at home, and appeared to be growing
more firm in. the belief of the gospel..

About this time we had occasion to

go to Maulmain, and. proposed to Ko
Bike to accompany us, to which he
very readily assented. We were de-

tained at Maulmain one week by bad
weather, during which time he was
constantly under the influence of the

missionaries and native Christians, and
we could daily see the progress of
truth, through the influence of the

Holy Spirit, upon his mind. On our

.

return he requested bajitism, and de-

clared his faith in Christ to all he saw.
We never observed a greater change
in any . person. Being considered by
most of the inhabitants a great man,.-

he had. always been very careful to

conceal the facts that he doubted the

truth of their sacred books, and that

I
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he was considering the Christian reli-

gion. Now he wished to proclaim
m the streets his belief in God, and
the joy he felt in trusting in the merits

of Christ for salvation, instead of his
own merit. Almost the whole town
were present at his baptism. He has
suffered much abuse from his wife,

and others; but his mind remains firm

and determined to do the will of God.
He is continually making efforts to

convince his friends of the truth of
Christianity, and weeps when he re-

fleets how long he rejected the kind
offers of.mercy, and when he sees his

countrymen unaffected by the truth.

We can but hope that this man is

to be an instrument of great good to

this benighted town.
Through the blessing of God, my

health is greatly improved. I am now
able to spend the day in study, and
preach every evening at our house.

Ttie Christians attend constantly, and
there are always some one or more,
who are not converted, that attend. I

begin to feel at honue in the Peguan
laiiguage, though I have yet much to

learn. The most formidable })art of
acquiring the language, we have pass-

ed.

The schools are doing well. After

the conversion of Ko Bike, many
" raged, aiid imagined vain things," and
took their children from school ; but

some -have replaced them, and we
think all will soon return. The school

first established, consists ofabout thirty,

and the new oiie of nine.

In another communication, Mr. H. makes the

.
following statement respecting the

JVumber of Peffuans^ and their claims to

distinct missionary labors.

In regard to " the number ofPeguan s,

the . proportion who can read and
speak Peguan only, the facilities for

communicating instruction to them
through Burman and Karen, and the

probability that they could be induced

to exchange their language for Bur-
man," 1 would state the following con-

" siderations. .

From Yeh to thirty or forty miles

north of Maulmaih, the inhabitants

are almost entirely Peguan ; in Maul-
main, Amherst and Y^h, many under-

stand Burman; but there are- also

"many who do not understand it suf-

ficiently to receive religious instruc-
• tion through it. Out of these three

places, there are but very few who
understand Burman. When I was on
Balii island, in Dec, brethren How-
ard and Ingalls joined me. They had
been with me but a short time, when
they remarked, "We had better return
to Maulmain ; we can do nothing here,

as there are none who understand
Burman." But here I found the peo-
ple no moi*e ignorant of Burman, than
in every other place I have visited,

save the above exceptions. In regard
to the Pcguans out ofthe British provin-
ces, I cannot speak definitely. In Siam,
1 suppose there are as many as forty

or fifty thousand. In Burmah Proper,
also, they are very numerous. I think
we may safely say, there are 100,000
Peguans who do not understand Bur-
man, or any other language but their

own, sufficiently well to receive re-

ligious instruction through it. In this

conclusion, 1 am not alone. I heard
Mr. Judson mal^e a remark to tlie same
effect, a few days since. I knovv of
but one instance of a Peguan under-
standing the Karen language, and
presume there are not a dozen in this

region.

In regard to changing tl>eir language
for Burman, I do not believe they will

attempt it, unless government compels*

them. Of this, however, there is no
I)rospect, as it would certainly be for

their own disadvantage. The Pegu-
ans and Burmans are mutual enemies,
and the former aro strongly attached
to their own language and people.

Here, then, is a jwpulation more
than equal to that of the Sandwich
Islands, and favorably situated for mis-
sionary labor

;
yot only one missionary

to labor among them. And what csin

one do among so many, especially when
we consider the necessity of preparing
books, in addition to preaching ? A
hepinning m this department of labor

has been made. A fount of type ha»
been procured, and the New Testa-
ment translated. But the translation

needs a thorough revision for the

press; and this will be my first work,
as soon as I am sufiiciently versed in

the language. While engaged in that,

who. sIkUI preach the gospel to this

perishing people ?

My prayer is, that God tvill direct in

this, thing, and that I may have gi'ace

to say, " Thy will be done ; " but when
I look aroimd upon this people,, my
heart is pained within me, and the
burden feels heavier than I can sus-
tain*
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EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF MR.
DEAN,

Chinese tvorship—Addiiions to the Bang-
kok Church.

Bangkok, July 1, 1838. We com-
menced our Chinese worship in the

new chapel on the last Sabbath, and
to-day, after the usual exercises, the

members of the church, and a few
others, met in a small room adjoinmg
for prayer. Two or three individuals

renewed their request for baptism, hav-

ing been advised, before I left Bang-
kok, to postpone, for a season, a pro-

fession of Christianit}'. I am told that

they have been constant in their atten-

dance on divine worship, with the

members of the church, during my ab-

sence. After having their minds di-

rected to some who had fallen fi'om

their Christian profession, tliey were
warned of the fearful consequences of

deceiving themselves and others, and
recommended to make it a subject of

fervent prayer to God, till the coming
Sabbath.

8. We have to-day listened to the

Christian experience of three Chinese,

who aftbrd us evidence that they have
l)een taught by the Spirit of God, and
after a careful examination, have re-

solved to receive them as members of

the church, when they shall have been
baptized. Two of these men have at-

tended worship with us on the Sabbath
for the last two or three years, and the

other is a young man who has been in

our employ about a year and a half

He went with me to Singapore, where
he found an associate in the person of

Leang Afa. While at Singapore, he
(Kiok Cheng,) was employed by Leang
Afa, in revising some Christian tracts,

and in gaining information about the

printing business, in which he had
been employed for us while in Bang-
kok. He refers to the former part of
the vojage from here to Singapore, as

the date of his conversion to Christian-

ity, since which time he has aftbrded

evidence of a decided eimnge of char-

acter. But while I hope that he is a

Christian, I am reminded of others,

who have raised high our hopes, but

to pierce us with sorrows.
15. The three Chinese alluded to

above, viz. Chek Hwa, Ckek Kok, and
Chek Kiok Cheixg^ liave to-day been

baptized, and welcomed to the privi-

leges of the church.
We have also had the pleasm-e of

receiving, by baptism, Mrs. Dean to the
fellowship of our church.
Aug. 2. My time is mostly employ-

ed with the language, reading native
books one-half of the day, and Chris-
tian books tiie other half, deducting
from each day a little time for the dis-

tribution of books, and preparation for

morning worship, at which we have
seven or eight Chinese. Saturday is

spent with Kiok Cheng, in preparing
for the exercises of the Sabbath. Our
usual number of hearers on Sunday,
is eighteen or twenty. We are endeav-
oring to combine, m our second ser-

vice for the Sabbath, a prayer-meeting
and a kind of bible-class, having a por-

tion of the time spent in prayer, by the

native members of the church, a part

in reading and explaining a portion of
scripture, and the remamder in pro-
posing questions either upon the por-
tion of scripture read, or some general
subject relative to Christian truth.

Our efforts in this respect are yet in

their incipiency, and we are unprepar-
ed to speak with any degree of con-
fidence of their utility, but we thought
of no way more likely to add to the

little knowledge the natives possess of
the gospel. While proposing ques-

tions to them, we find a difficulty in

keeping their minds to the point, there

being a disposition to associate with
the little sober knowledge they possess
on religious matters much that is fanci-

ful.

The monthly concert for prayer has
hitherto been well attended, and ren-

dered interesting, and we hope profita-

ble to all concerned. The distant

residence of some makes it impracti-

cable for them to assemble oftener

than once per week, in addition to the

first Monday of each month.
5. Sabbath. After morning ser-

vice in the chapel, when the seventh
cha}:>ter of Acts was explained, the

members of the church, in company
with two or three others, met in a pri-

vate room for prayer. Sung a hymn
;

two brethren engaged in prayer ; then
a part of the eleventh chapter of Luke
was read, followed with some expla-

nations, and an allusion to the reafli-

ness with which God listens to the

prayers of his children ; others then
engaged in prayer, after which a few
questions were proposed, as, "Have
all men sinned against God ? " " How
can sinful man obtain forgiveness of
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his sins ?" "How can men believe in

Jesus Christ?" "Who may ohtain
the assistance ofthe Holy Spirit ? " &c.,
which were answered satisfactorily.

After a few additional remarks, closed
with prayer. A little time was spent
in familiar conversation on i)oints

contained in the morning service.

The native brethren then retired to the
room of Kiok Cheng, who appears to

take pleasure in explaining the scrip-

tures, of which he possesses consider-
able knowledge. He keeps a sitpply
of books by him, and often has an
opportunity to distribute to those who
are indisposed to call at my room.
This affords him an opportunity of
making a few remarks to liis country-
men, which may do good to them,
while it affords a profitable exercise
to himself. We hope he may be made
the subject of special prayer, that he
may be kept from dishonoring the
cause which he has the ability greatly
to promote. The state of the little

Chinese church was never perhaps
more encouraging than at present. Its

efficiency and influence have been in-

creased by the last accession, in pro-
portion at least to the increase of mem-
bers.

25. For the sake of trying our Chi-
nese type, with the recent additions
from Malacca, Kiok Cheng has been
setting up a hynm, composed by him-
self, for our fiimily worship, and a few
cards, or tickets, for the Chinese school.
No difficulty was experienced in find-

ing characters for these small things;
still we might expect some inconven-
ience, and perhaps an entire failure,

in attempting to print any thing re-

quiring a greater variety of characters.
Further additions to the fount may
soon be expected from Mr. Dyer.

26. Sabbath. At our prayer meet-
ing, af\er services in the chapel, one of
Pe Eto's sons engaged in prayer with
some fervor, and afterwards requested
to become a member of the church.
He is a young man ofan interesting ap-
pearance, who has habitually attended
our meetings on the Sabbath, since the
time his father was baptized. He has
recently been seriously ill, and lest his
desires for a union with the church
might have arisen from fear of death,
or thinking there might be «ome merit
in baptism which might prepare him
to die, he was advised to make the sub-
ject one of further thought and prayer,
and the church were requested to pray
especially for him.

EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER OF MR.

JONES, DATED BANGKOK, JULY 16, 1838.

JMr. J.'s departure for Singapore, on the 28tb

of April, and the circumstances tliat led to it,,

are mentioned at p. 58.

On the llth of June, through the
special kindness of Sir William and
Lady Norris, I took passage from Sing-
apore for Malacca, in the government
steamer Diana, arived on the morn-
ing of the 12th, and was received by
Rev. Mr. Dyer and his lady witli that

heartfelt Christian kindness, which
was most soothing to my afflicted spir-

it. After ten days, chiefly spent in

consultations regarding the type, I

gained a passage back to Singapore in

tlie ship Fort William, Capt.' G. Mel-
ville, of whose kindness .and urbanity
I cherish the most grateful recollec-

tions. Both of these passages were
gratuitous. I retin*ned to Singapore
on the 27th, and on the 28th ult. em-
barked on board the ship Kusrovie for

this place, which I reached in safety

after a passage of ten and a half days,

blest with health, and happy to find all

the members of our mission also well.

Owing to various unfavorable cir-

cumstances—the punches being cut at

Pinang, and struck and cast at Malacca,
a defective mould to cast them in

—

the type not set up so as to make
trial of its proportions, and learn its

deficiencies until they arrived here,

the undertaking being new and diffi-

cult—it was not strange that many
characters were found deficient in

quantity, and others supembundant,
some defective in form and others in

size. These things will now be rem-
edied, as Mr. Dyer has cutters under
his own eye, greater familiarity with
the character, and better moiUds. Ma-
ny of those already cut, will answer
temporarily ; but Mr. D. proposes to

make nearly all of them over again,

on a new and simpler plan, and when
the new are completed, to have them
supersede the old. Several have been
re-made already. As the Siamese have
no capitals, or any thing equivalent to

italics, or any means of marking names
or emphatic words—a thing very desi-

rable in all languages—Mr. D. ])ro-

poses casting all the letters on a thin

face for common use, and then again
on a full face, making a kind of " black
letter" for capitals, &c. That we
may also supply deficiencies, whenever
they occur, we are to be furnished
with a complete set of matrices ; and
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he has already furnished us with a

quantity of type-metal. We have now
all the characters necessary to proceed
to printing, but some of those charac-

ters are defective in quantity. This
we can sujjply when the mould which
has been sent, shall have reached us.

As you may well suppose, it was
exceedingly gratifying to me, on the

first Sunday after my return, to assist

at the baptism of four peisons, who
were subsequently added to our little

church, and with whom we then cele-

brated our blessed Savior's atoning
sacrifice. One of these Avas our dear
sister Dean, who left England last year
under the patronage of a society of
ladies for promoting Christianity in

the East, with the expectation of re-

siding in the family of 3Ir. Gutzlaff—
Mrs. G. having made application for

assistance. Both previously and dur-
ing her passage from England, her
mind had been led to consider those
topics in which we differ from other
denominations, and been led to the

conclusion that our views are the most
scriptural. Circumstances, on her ar-

rival at Mr. Gutzlafi''s, proving different

from what had been anticipated, she
took up her residence in the fami-
ly of br. Shuck. Thence she has
providentially been transferred to this

place, and has carried into practice

those views which she had previously
adopted ; and here we fondly hope the
Lord will bless her instrumentality to

the multiplication of such scenes as

we witnessed yesterday.

JOUR>'AL OF MR. Bi:\GHA]M.

(Continued from p. 291, last volume.)

In the Magazine of November last, a short

extract was given from Mr, Bingham's journal,

with some facts relative to the mission, the

schools under his care, and the Sabbath school

and bible class. His journal up to a later date

is now received, giving a particular account of

his itinerant labors, from which the following

extracts are made.

Sault de Ste. Marie, Sept. 3, 183S.—
Shegud, Mukudaokwut, and Bevan, on
their way to Mackinaw to receive pay-
ment for their tribe, stopped with us.

4. Two chiefs from Grand Island,

Menoni'ne and Pizhike, arrived, and
Shegud bespoke quarters for them at

our house. I told him to occupy my
. study, and do them all the good he
could. Early in the evening 1 went in,

and Shegud had my large Bible in his
hands, explaining its contents to them.

6. Started for Mackinaw, in com-
pany with Mr. H., in a small boat.

Arrived in good season on the 7th.

On Lord's-day morning, 9th, preach-
ed to the white people ; P. M. to the In-

dians ; had a pretty full assembly. Was
there almost two weeks. Preached
once with the white people each Sab-
bath, at the meeting-house, and one
evening lecture at the coint-house in

town, besides attending one funeral;
and had a meeting almost every even-
ing with the Indians. Wlien not en-
gaged with them, I visited about the
town, and found moie professors of
religion than I expected ; all of whom
appeared to feel like sheep without a
shepherd, and most of them that the
language of David was applicable to

them—" I have gone astray like a lost

sheep," &c. Was solicited to take
two children into our school and fam-
ily, from this place, for the winter.

Was invited to accept of the chaplaincy
of Fort Brady, in connection with
my missionary labors.

21. Reached home ; found all well.

28. Mrs. Bingham, having been af-

flicted with a complaint in the throat

for some months past, and having been
advised by the physician to retire to

a milder climate for the w inter, left to-

day in the Company's brig, for the
State of New-York.

Oct. 3. In visiting the Indians who
are at the place, called at Kabanoden's
lodge. He remarked that he had not
yet informed me of the resolution he
had recently formed. He said, he re-

membered what he said to me when at

White Fish Point last summer; that

he then promised to give me his ears

;

he had now come to a determination
that when he left this place, he w ould
bid good bye to drinking forever ; and
when he returned, he would not even
look at the grog-shops. These re-

marks appeared to be the result of
deliberation; but how strictly the
pledge will be regarded, we cannot tell.

Although the one he gave a little more
than a year ago, by signing the temper-
ance paper, has not been kept invio-

late, yet we are sure it has had much
influence upon him, and probably was
the moving cause, (in connection with
the religious instruction he has since

received,) in leading him to adopt
the present resolution. He requested

I
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me to talk to his wife, fearing she
had forgotten the obligations of that

paj)er. 1 did so, and it appeared to

have a good effect. At night, she and
two others, (one a daughter younger
than the one formerly mentioned in

my journal,) came to the mission to

obtain religious instruction. I spent

probably an hour or more in reading
the scriptures, and instructing them.
Also read to them the temperance
pledge ; and at the particular request

of the mother, the daughter and her
cousin both signed it ; and they all ex-

pressed their determination to listen

to the gospel.

I might here remark, that I opened
an evening school on the 1st of this

month, in the garrison among the en-

listed men. Employed the quarter-

master's Serjeant, a well educated
young man, for my teacher.

23. Kabanoden came down, and
came directly to the mission instead of
going to the drunkeries. He spoke
again of his determination to abstain

wholly from drink, and abandon those

haunts of vice. He also inquired when
I was going up the lake ; and on
being informed that I intended going
in a day or two, resolved to accompa-
ny me.

25. Thursday, about two o'clock

P. M., started for Naamakan.
28. Having reached Shegud's, after

dinner preached from John 10: 10.

In the evening had a conference.

Meshinimakemegokwa was present,

and after our sisters had spoken, she
spoke of her own accord. She said,

she was seriously considering the sub-
ject of religion, prayed every day,

and it was her determination to follow

the example of those who were pious
;

but she did not think she was yet born
again.

Nov. 10. Reached home Oct. 31,

and had a meeting to-day, preparatory
to communion. Though fevv in num-
ber, the season was a comfortable
one.

11. Lord's-day. Commemorated
the sufferings and death of our Lord
at his table.

20. As Shegud's youngest child

was taken violently sick with inflamma-
tion on the lungs, he has been detain-

ed ; and at a church-meeting to-day, he
was, by the unanimous voice of the
church, elected deacon.

22. To-day had a consultation with
br. Shegud about our missionary oper-

ations the coming winter ; and finally

concluded to extend our field of labor

15

up the Utikwamena* river, and over to

Lake 31icl]igan.

Bee. 6. Went down the river to

visit some Indians near the Little

Rapids. Found they were on a small
island in the stream. There being a
small log canoe at the place, (though
somewhat shattered,) notwithstanding
the violence of the wind, and squalls

of snow, I made my way over, and
found Shagwenabi, and another family,

encamped there. He and his eldest

son were both sick; and their habita-

tion was indeed one of wretchedness.
They were without provisions, and
unable to fish, and their very scanty
amount of clothing was much tat-

tered. After spending an hour or
more in reading and conversing with
them, I left them a little medicine,
commended them to God in prayer,
and took my leave of them.

8. Visited them again. Found them
getting over the river, to go into one of
the houses belonging to the Methodist
mission. Still in miserable health.

Near night on Saturday, they told me
they had eaten nothing since Friday
morning. Spent a little time in read-
ing to, and instructing them; gave
them a little provision for their supper,
and returned.

9. Lord's-day. Shagwenabi and his

wife and daughter attended meeting.
As he was yet quite unwell, and had a
son in the mission, they stayed over
night. Li the evening, after closing

my bible-class, read several chapters
to them in the translation. Early in

the morning, I had another serious

talk with them, setting forth the evil of
their past conduct, and the wretched
results of it. And finally, they both
resolved to subscribe a pledge of total

abstinence from all intoxicating liquor,

Jan. 1, 1839, Shagwenabi and his

family have been very attentive to

meetings ever since my visit to them
early in Dec. They kept themselves
free from alcoholic drink dming the
new year's assemblage, and I believe

have thus far been faithful to their

pledge.

Excursion to Lake Michigan.

15. Started on a tour up Lake Su-
perior, designing to cross the penin-

* This word lias formerly been spelled wrong".

We used to commence it with T, leaving oti'

the short U at the beginning-. When speaking
of their camping place near the mouth of the
river, it is IJtikwamenan, The sound of the
ngk, which is denoted by a mark over the

conveys the idea which we express when w©
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sula over to Lake Michigan. Had Ed-
ward Cadotte, a lialf-breed j'ouug man,
whom I educated in the early days of

the mission, for my interpreter.

16. Reached Shegud's, where I

sjDent four days, or remained until

Monday morning. Visited the differ-

ent families in the day time, and
preached every evening. There were
eight lodges at the place ; but the men
belonging to two of them, Mukubvvam,
and Kuneshaga, were great medicine
men, and very intemperate. The wife
of the latter has long been confined to

her cot with a disease in the spine

—

a complaint very common ainong
these Indians. Spent considerable

time in conversing with, and instructing

her. As she could not get out to

meeting, I asked her if she would like

to have one at her lodge. She an-

swered in the affirmative. But that

evening those jugglers had a long
round of heathenish ceremonies, and
drumming enough to stun a well per-

son. And when I called on her the

following day, I found her very much
deafened, and afraid to say any thing
encouraging relative to listening to the

gos])el. However, on Sabbath evening,

at Shegud's particular request, I had a
meeting at her lodge. Text, John 3 : IG.

At this place there were three pro-
fessors of religion belonging to another
denomination ; two of whom had re-

ceived their first religious impressions
under our labors at the Sault. These
were all in a dark backslidden state, and
complained that no one visited them.
I gave them such instruction and ad-
vice as I thought then* cases required.

Li the evening the man attended meet-
ing, and listened attentively to a dis-

course from the parable of the prodi-

gal son. On visiting their lodge the

following day, I found they had listened

to my advice, and commenced trying

to pray. Kabanoden has renounced
his heathenism, and he and his family
have been very attentive to meetings
ever since I was here in the fall.

Gishkijinum died a few weeks since.

But I am not able to learn that he
manifested any godly sorrow for sin.

The young people belonging to those
two heathen families, have become
quite regular in attending meetings.
And Shegud thinks that Mukubwam's
daughter, who signed the temperance
pledge last fall, is seriously considering
the subject of religion. She does ap-

say in a place, as in Boston. But when the
word is spoken to denote the name of the river,

it ends with broad a, thus, Utikwamena.

pear very serious and thoughtful, and
in presence of her mother she declared
her belief of the truth of Christianity.

21. At half past eight started for

Lake Michigan, with the deacon for

our assistant. The day was very cold

:

thermometer at home 32° below zero,

at sunrise. We took the land route,

and struck the Utikwamena river about
fifty miles above its mouth

;
proceeded

up the river to Kapukwakak. From
lake Superior to this place had been an-

ticipated a hard day's journey on snow-
shoes, and it was thought quite doubt-

ful whether I would be able to reach
it. Bnt we reached the place about
four o'clock, P. M. Preached from
Mark 1: 15. Shegud followed with
exhortation and prayer.

23. Had a long talk with Subo and
his wife. The principal objection

they made to the gospel, was, that its

requirements are too strict; they could
never keep them. They were too

wicked ever to become Christians. I

told them, if they saw their wicked-
ness, they were the very persons who
needed the gospel. That came to them
as a healing medicine ; and God was
able to give them grace and strength,

to enable them to keep His command-
ments, and would do it if they would
look to him for it as they ought to. I

also referred them to individuals with
whom they were acquainted, who had
for years walked orderly as consistent

Christians. To close the interview,

read a chapter in the translation. Su-
bo did not come into the meeting this

evening.

24. Before breakfast he came in,

and I read the temperance pledge and
invited him to sign it—but he de-
clined, though several others consented.

About nine o'clock, started for Pine
Lake. Had a light snow, in addition

to the old, six or eight inches deep,

yet reached the place before three, P.

M. Here, though there were no Indi-

ans, we found a comfortable lodge, and
wood prepared. To this place we had
a track, before the new snow. But the

remainder of the distance we had no
track, and the way was not well
known, for Shegud had not passed
here for nine or ten years, and the
marks on the trees were scarcely visi-

ble. Consequently had some difficulty

in finding the way, and a damp heavy
snow was falling, that loaded our
snow-shoes and dog-train sadly. But
through the kind providence of God
we reached Menakwuken, (Naabun-
wa's habitation,) about four, P. M.
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25. Found six families here living

in four lodges. The main body of the
Lidians in this quarter were residing
about thirty miles from this, on an
island in Lake Michigan. Here also,

as at other places, we were kindly
received. Preached from 1st Peter, 3:

18. After meeting spent till half past
nine o'clock in teaching them to sing
hymns. I asked if they kept the Sab-
bath? The chief said they did not
know when it came. I informed them,
and advised them to employ the next
day in making preparation for it, and
when it came, to lay aside their work
and come together, and we would wor-
ship God like tiie white people.

26. This morning the man went
early to the lake for fish, and in the af-

ternoon came in with a good supply,

and made preparations tor the Sab-
bath.

In the course of the day I went to

the lake, to take a view of that and
the surrounding country, and visited

other families. In the evening had
another meeting, and also spent some
time in teaching them to sing hynms.

Dea. Shegud, in his address, intro-

duced the subject of temperance. The
pledge was read, and we set them to

thinking on the subject. I jnay here
remark, that they seemed specially de-

sirous to do all they could for my com-
fort. The chief had a feather-bed

which he spread for me, and said I

must take it, and took his blanket and
wrapped himself in that.

27. Lord's-day. The Indians laid

aside their business and observed the

Sabbath
;
consequently we had three

services with them. In my evening
discourse, founded on Acts 20: 7, I

gave tliem my parting instructions and
advice, not only to remember what I

had preached unto them, but also to

remember the Sabbath, and keep that

;

to meet together and talk of God and
their souls, and instruct their children

in things that are good. I however
found them, as I had feared, partly

pledged to the Catholics ; and though
the chief seemed specially desirous to

look to me for instruction, he could

not enter into any arrangement with

me on the subject, until he had con-

sulted the head chief.

28. This morning the old chief

expressed his gratitude for our visit

and instructions ; said he fully believed

all I had preached to them ;
and had

determined to follow my advice and
instructions, and keep the Sabbath, and

that though his wife and some of the

children had been baptized by the

Catholics, he had not johied them.

On the same and the following day Mr. B.

visited other Indian lodges, preaching both

evenings, and on the 30th arrived at Utikwame-

nan.

31. In my visits to-day, found that

Kabawas's wife had obtained a hope in

Christ, and the evidence of it is as

clear as is common when first mani-
fested. Several others are fidly be-

lieved to be in a state of serious inqui-

ry. Kabanoden's family and Mukub-
wam's daughter have been previously

mentioned. Preached this evening
from Luke 2: 10—IL Had a fine

assembly for a birch-bark lodge in

the wilderness—twenty hearers, not

counting children under twelve years

of age. Seventeen of their names
were attached to our temperance
pledge, before the meeting broke up.

We obtained eleven signatin*es this

evening. Mukubwam and Kunesha-
ga thought they could not keep the

pledge if they signed it. I told them
1 did not wish to have them sign it,

until they had deliberately made up
their minds that they would keep it.

One of them had a son, and the other

a son and two daughters, who had
signed it. I talked faitlifidly to them,

not only about drinking, but concern-

ing the observance of the Sabbath, and
attending meeting ; and finally received

encoiu-agement from them that they

would try to do these things. Laid the

subject of temperance over for then-

consideration till I came again.

Feb. 2. Reached home before one
o'clock, having travelled the last fifteen

miles in tin-ee jiours and eight minutes.

I can truly say I have never seen so

encouraging appearances among the

Utikwamena baud of Indians, as at the

present time. I do believe that the

Lord is at work among them. May
the work be effectual to the salvation

of their souls. The weather was cold

during the whole time of my absence,

with the exception of one day. But

the Lord granted me strength to per-

form my journey, quite beyond my ex-

pectations. I travelled farther in a

day, and did it with less fatigue, than

I had anticipated. I was absent nine-

teen days, preached twenty discourses,

besides my usual visiting in the differ-

ent families; and was not so tired any
night but that I could preach, if two or

three Indians, who had not been ac-

customed to hearing the word, could
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be collected. I preached every even-

ing save U\o, while I was absent, and
enjoyed much comfort in my work.

The same day I started for Michigan.

We sent br. Cadotte and Thomas
Baldwin down the river to visit the

Indians at St. Joseph's Island.

4. Monthly Concert. Our brethren

and sisters here, convened, and br.

Cadotte and myself gave them a histo-

ry of our missionary tours. He repoit-

ed that there were several individuals

there, whose minds appeared open to

instruction ; and said they were anx-

ious to have me visit them. It will

probably be my duty to go as soon as

circumstances will admit.

Boarding school—Tour to St. Joseph's

Island, and Lake Huron.

13. Since our last semi-annual re-

port, but few changes have taken place

in the boarding school. One mixed-
blood girl has been dismissed, and one
half-breed boy has been expelled for

bad conduct. Another boy who had
been expehed, has been restored, and
is allowed to come to the Sabbath
school, but not to associate with the

other scholars for one year. One
young woman, full-blooded Indian,

and daughter of the ])rincipal chief of

the Utikwameiia band, has been re-

ceived for the winter. Her object is

more to obtain religious instruction,

and to learn housework, than to learn

to read.

Four scholars have been received for

the winter, for whose support ^ve are to

receive pay. Three of tliem are mixed-
blood girls. This makes our present

number of boarders twelve
;
eight of

them beneficiaries. The school list for

the last two quarters of the year just

closed, contained, the former forty-five,

and the latter fifty names. The present

quarter, thus far, it has but thirty-five.

The Sunday school and bible class

continue much as they were at our last

report.

No changes have taken place in the

church, except that we have dropped
one member from oiu' records, who has

long been absent from us.

15. Started on a tour down the

river, to visit the Indians in the vi-

cinit}' of St. Joseph's Island, and Lake
Huron. Called at Shagwenabi's, about

six miles from home, and gave them a

lecture on faith and repentance, about
five minutes long, and proceeded on our
way. About five o'clock, P.M., reached
Ogwisem^ueashin, on the north shore

ofLake George. Here were fouiid two

lodges and three families, and two
other men were also at the place.

Put up with Okubagezhigo, the princi-

pal man. Had considerable conversa-

tion with him on the subject of reli-

gion, and preached.
16. Morning stormy, and strong head

wind, but reached Naabekaii at one
o'clock. Here were two families. Put
up with Okunwindigo, or Bone Giant.

He had sent word by the native breth-

ren, that he wanted me to come and
spend some time with him. It being

Saturday afternoon, we concluded to

spend the Sabbath here. Preached
four times, and had considerable con-

versation with them concerning the

state of their minds. Okunwindigo
and his wife both said, that when they

heard preaching, it awakened their

minds, and made them feel their need
of a Savior, and if they could hear it

often, they thought it might produce a

good eftect upon them. He declared

his determination to abandon his for-

mer superstitions, and listen to the gos-

pel ; and said they had kept the Sab-
bath ever since the native brethren
were there. He spake of his intem-
perate liabits as the great thing that

ruined him, but durst not yet sign the

temperance pledge, for fear he should
break it. The other man said, he
knew that he was a great sinner, and
he felt his mind awakened when he
heard the gospel. The signing of the

temperance pledge w^as left as a subject

for then- consideration till I came
again.

18. Proceeded to Burnt Point
Called on the chief Keokas. We were
very kindly received, and they all listen-

ed attentively to our preaching. There
were five lodges here, and nine men in

at meeting, besides the women. Good
attention to the subject was given by
all. After meeting, recommended to

them the observance of the Sabbath,
and the abandonment of alcoholic

liquor. The correctness of my re-

marks was readily admitted. The old
chief said his young men would occa-
sionally be at our place, and he wished
I would instruct them in all these
things. He made me a present of six

fine large trout, and another man
brought in two for me. After meeting,
br. Cadotte, v/ho accompanied me, went
home with Anuwawetuii, and had a
long talk with him, finding his mind in

a very enquiring state. At the time I

first visited them, two years ago, this

man buried an infant son, and I em-
braced that as a favorable opportunity
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to impart religious instruction ; and
both he and his wife seemed to re-

ceive it gratefully. But these impres-

sions wore off", and left them still in

their heathenism. Some time since,

they buried another child. This, he

said, more deeply affected their minds
than the loss of the former one. He
wished now to be informed what he
must do to embrace Christianity. He
also wished to be taugJit how to pray.

He declared his determination to aban-

don his superstitions, and listen to the

gospel. He wished me to visit them
again as soon as navigation opened, but

said he might visit me before.

20. Started for Potiguneseu. Stormy
;

damp, heavy snow lalling, and head
wind ; but found the lodges of the

Drummond Island Indians at half past

eleven o'clock. This little band have
generally been thought to be quite

opposed to hearing the gospel. We
stopped at the chiefs lodge ; and when
the men came in from fishing, I inform-

ed them that we had come down to see

them, and inquire after their health, and
to preach to them the gospel of the Son
of God, if they were disposed to hear it.

"Very well." they replied, "we have
no objection to hearing it." They all

assembled at Kokosh's lodge, where
we were put up, and gave excellent

attention to the subject. Text, IMatt.

28 : 18, 19. At the close of the meet-
ing, I recommended to them the ob-

servance of the Sabbath, and absti-

nence from the use of all intoxicating

liquor. They admitted that these

things looked right—which we left

as a subject for their consideration.

Mr. Bingham subsequently visited several

other hamlets on St. Joseph's Island, and in that

vicinity, and, on the 23d, returned to the sta-

tion, after an absence of nine days.

<!^ttatuas.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM MR.

MEEKER, DATED OTTAWA MISSION
HOUSE, FEB. 13, 1839.

JRjdigious meetings—Sc/iools—Pviawato-
mie statioru

In my last annual account, I stated

that our Sabbath meetings were in-

creasing, and that a considerable in-

terest was discoverable in favor of list-

ening to the preaching of the gospel.

Soon after that time, however, a strong

opposition arose, and those who felt

but little or no interest in our religious

meetings, discontinued their attend-

ance ; about ten adults, however, con-

tinued to attend regularly. Our Sab-
bath meetings have been regularly at-

tended ever since by some ; at times

there are over twenty Indians present

;

at others, only three or foin\ In these

meetings I still employ an interpreter.

Some have advised me to preach in

Indian, without an interpreter ; but by
watching him as I do, I think I can
convey tlje truth to the minds of the

Indians more clearly through an in-

terjjreter than without one. A week-
ly prayer-meeting was kept up for

about three months at an Indian's

house.

The young man I spoke of in Febru-
ary last, as a promising inquirer, has

left all to follow Christ, and was bap-

tized by br. Roll in in May last. He
is a valuable assistant in our reli-

gious meetings, and although the sub-

ject of much ridicule, glories in the

cross of Christ. Another man, who
has been a constant attendant at our
meetings for about fifteen months, has
commenced regular family worship at

his own house, and wishes to take the

bible as his only guide. Two or three

others have expressed a great desire

to follow Christ.

During a pait of the last winter and
spring, I visited the Indians almost
daily, tor the jiurpose of teaching them
to read in their own language. The
chiefs and princij)al men then propos-

ed that I should give up teaching in In-

dian, and connnence an English school

as soon as possible, which I finally

consented to do. I then put up a
school-house, and on the ninth of July
commenced an English school, which
I still continue. The children are,

principally, boarded and clothed by
their parents. There are seventeen
who attend

;
average number nine or

ten. Many of the Indians refuse to

send their children to school, because
we do not board and clothe them.
On the first Saturday and Sunday of

this month, I visited br. Simerwell's
station. At our church-meeting, three

of our Carey members (Indians,) were
suspended from communion. Anoth-
er made satisfactory confessions, and
is, of course, still recognized as a mem-
ber with us. These foiu- emigrated
last fall. A preacher is much needed
at this station, who shall make it his

business to travel and preach the gos-
pel to the Putawatomies. The Roman
Catholics are now making extraordi-

nary efforts among this tribe, atid are

just commencing among the Ottawas.
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Brief Survey of Missions.

At the close of 1837, the missions of the

United Brethren embraced 46 stations, 230 mis-

sionaries, (including 5 assistants,) and 450,637

converts, of whom about 15^400 were commu-

nicants. 2,758 of these were Greenlanders and

Esquimaux, 360 Indians, 43,942 negroes, and

3,577 Hottentots and other natives of South Af-

rica. In the enumeration of converts at their

stations, all are included who, having passed

through a prescribed course of instruction and

probation, have been baptized. Covivmnicants

embrace those only who, giving evidence of a

work of grace on their hearts, have been admit-

ted as members of the congregation, and, after

due trial, have been confirmed.

The following survey is extracted from the

annual report of the Directing Board of the

missions, for 1837.

Our four Greenland congregations have

been enabled to edify themselves in peace,

though the residence of a portion of their mem-
bers at the out-stations, even through the win-

ter, impedes the exercise of pastoral superin-

tendence and the instruction of youth. The
Lord laid his blessing on their activity and dil-

igence in temporal things, so that they had to

sutferno want during the winter, being, besides,

assisted by presents from kind friends in Europe.

The weather proved comparatively mild, which

the cold summer of 1836 rendered the more
grateful. On the coast of Labrador, on the

contrary, especially at the three northern sta-

tions, Nain, Okkak, and Hebron, the past year

Eroved one of the most trying that has been

nown since the commencement of the mission.

It is impossible to read, without deep sympathy,

the affecting description which our brethren give

of the long-continued famine, which prevailed

there from the beginning of the year till the

early spring. As the seal-hunt had entirely

failed, most of the Esquimaux were at length

obliged to have recourse to their tents, boat-

skins, and boats, &c., to satisfy the cravings of

hunger. Scurvy, and total prostration of

strength, were the natural results of such a mis-

erable diet. The Missionaries assisted them, as

far as they were able, from their stock of meal

and other provisions ; but this could go but a little

way among so many. Another disastrous con-

sequence of the famine was the heavy loss the

Esquimaux sustained in their sledge-dogs. At
Okkak, only 20 out of300 were preserved. Yet,

amidst all their distresses, but few complaints

were heard
;
they were grateful for every assist-

ance, and offered up their praises to the Lord
for His gracious help in time of need. An evil

far more detrimental to the spiritual interests of
our Esquimaux in the two southern congrega-
tions, is ihe vicinity of traders, who not only
encourage them to purchase a variety of super-
fluous articles, wholly unsuited to their simple
tnode of life, but endeavor to alienate them from
their teachers, by infusing distrust and suspi-
cion into their minds, in order that they may
monopolize tlie whole benefit of the trade.
**Yet," write our missionaries, "we will not

lose courage. There is still a seed of those
who serve the Lord. The meetings are well
attended, and the divine blessing is perceptible

at the festival solemnities." Frost and I'amine,

indeed, interrupted the progress of the schools,

yet the improvement of the children was consid-

erable, both here and in the Greenland congre-
gations.

Our two Indian congregations in North
America, are, at present, in a very unsettled

state, and we cannot but regard them with anx-
ious ftielings, as it becomes more and more dif-

ficult for the Indian tribes to withstand the en-
croachments of the white population. Matters
have come to such a crisis in our Delaware
congregation at New Fairjield, that a body of
nearly 200 persons, more than two-thirds of the

whole population of the settlement, emigrated hi

the middle of ihe year, in hopes of meeting with
some more commodious place of abode on the

Missouri.

In the course of the summer, br. Clauder, with
the assistance of br. M. Volger, took charge of
our small and now scattered Cherokee flock in

Tennessee, adapting themselves to its circum-
stances as well as they could.

In the British West Indies, the church-

es have proved, almost everywhere, too small
for the niultitutle of hearers. Great eagerness
is evinced by the negroes to learn to read the

Word of God for themselves ; and the instruc-

tion of youth is carried on with vigour, encour-
aged by the patronage and active assistance of
government. By their aid, school-houses have
been erected at our stations also, wherever they
were wanted.

In the Danish West Indies, a circum-
stance which has attracted our special sym-
pathy, was the great hurricane which raged
there on August 2nd. The missionaries, how-
ever, were very thankful for the preservation of
their dwelling-houses and churches, and the

averting of all harm to life or limbs.

Iji Demerara, in British Guiana, the mis-

sionary w^ork, which was hopefully begun in the

year 1836, had to be suspended in consequence
of some unfavorable circumstances. Br, Ra-
man, of Jamaica, has been called to resume it.

The preaching of the gospel has made great

progress, during the past year, in Surinam.
Our South African congregations are

rejoicing in the blessing of the Lord which
has rested on them, this year also, both

in spirituals and temporals. The congregation
at Genadendal had the pleasure, at the end of
March, to see their Hottentot brethren at

length return from military duty, in which they

had been engaged in obedience to the call of
the government, on the breaking out of the

Caflre war. The station at ShiloTi, among the

Tambookies, suffered more than once from
floods and violent hail-storms. In pursuance of

a treaty entered into by the British government
wth the CaflTre chiefs, all the territory taken from
the latter in the war, has been restored to them,

so that Shiloh is once more in Mapasa's land,

though under the protection of England. At
present it enjoys peace, in common with the

whole colony, though, according to the last ac-

counts, the missionaries were not altogether

without apprehension of fresh hostilities break-

ing out with the CafTres. The increase of the

Tambookie congregation is but very gradual
j

but the baptized maintain a character without

reproach, and the church and school are well

attended, though the gospel does not as yet

make the desired impression on the meyority of

the hearers.
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donations,

From March 1 to April 1, 1839.

Maine.

South Si. George, Baptist church
and society, per Dea. David
Seavy, 11,10

Saco, Baptist church and society,

per Ahiiia Jones, 47,00
Thomaston, Dea. John Barnard,

for Burman mission, per Mr.
Boynton, 2,00

Camden, 2d Bap. church, month-
ly concert, per Andrew Pendle-
ton, treasurer, 10,00

Portland, Fem. Education Socie-
ty, for support of two scholar-

ships in Burmah, per Mrs. Jane
Radford, treasurer, 100,00

170.10

New-Hampshire.

Milford, legacy of Miss Eliza Ann
Wallinglbrd, per Rev. M. Car-
penter, 75,00

Portsmouth, Middle-st. Bap. Fe-
male Miss. Society, per Samuel
Bowles, 20,00

Milford, Baptist church 25,75
Nashua, " churches 20,00
N. Bostou, " church 3,60
Newport, " 10,24
Cornish, " " 10,00
Claremont, " " 10,75
N. London, " 20,06
Warren, " " 12,72

Hopkinton, " " 6.25

Ware, " " 6,00
Sanborutou, 1st Baptist ch. 7,07

u 2d " " 7,07
Guilford, " " 3,38
Gilmanton, sundry individ-

uals 5,00
Pittsfield, " " 4,50
Hampton Falls, " 34,G3

per Rev. D. C. Hayues,
Agent of Board, 1 87,02

Vermont.

Vermont Baptist Convention,

per Rev. VVillard Kimball,
tr.—

Rev. Daniel Packer, Mt. HoUey,

282,02

100,00

Massachusetts.

Boston, Baptist church, Baldwin
Place, monthly concert, per
Rev. Mr. Stow, 20,18

" 1st Baptist church, monthly con-

cert, per Dea. Pond, 6,25
Female Society of Boston and

vicinity, for promoting tlie

conversion of the Jews

—

For Ger. miss., 50,00
" Bur. " 317,53

per Rev. B. Stow, 367,53
Federal-st. Bap. church, month-

ly concert, per Mr. Gould, 10,98

Boston, Children's Society of Bap.
church, Baldwin Place, per
Mr. Harris, 8,00

Spencer, Catharine Bemis, for
Burman bible, 2,00

Worcester, Juvenile Missionary
Society of Baptist church, per
Miss D. M. Warren, sec, 5,00

Chelsea, Baptist church, monthly
concert, per D. Wheelock, 44,38

Braintree, a friend, for Burman
bible, 10,00

" Livingston White, for Burman
mission, 20,00

Somerset, Baptist church, per Mr.
Nichols, 10,00

West Boylston, Baptist church,
per Nicholas Jenks, 8,82

Medfield, a friend of missions,
avails of gold necklace, 3,37

Bellingham. Baptist church, per
Rev. J. t. Massey, 11,00

East Longmeadow, a friend to

missions 20,00
Roxbur}', 1st Bap. church tuid

congregation, per Dea. Kendall
Brooks, 175,00

> 722,51

Rliode Island.

NewTsort, 2d Baptist church, for

support of native teacher in

Burmah, 100,00
" Mrs. Betsey Stevens, 6,00
" Rev. Leland Howard 5,00
" A friend 5,00
" 1st Baptist church, monthly con-

cert, 8,82

Providence, Brown University,

monthly concert, 17,12
" 4th Baptist church, Fem. For.

Miss. Society, for support of

a Karen female, on Knowles'
scholarship, 25,00

for foreign missions, 5,00

per Miss H. Peck, tr., 30,00

Connecticut.

Connecticut Baptist Convention,

per Joseph B. Gilbert, tr., 500,00

Killingworth, Bap. church, month-

ly concert, 1,32
" a little boy 1,00
" female friend 3,00

5,32

170,94

505,32

New York.*

West Troy, 1st Baptist church,

monthly concert, per Miram
R. Peak, 3,00

Sand Lake, 2d Baptist church,

for Burman mission, 50,00

Saratoga Springs, Bap. Sabbath

school, per 3liss A. E. Way-
land,

Jay, David Piper

3,00
3,00

59,00

* To this State should be credited also $258,
collected by Rev. A. Bennett, as acknowledged

in the Magazine for March, \nz.,

to Chenango Co. For. Miss. Soc. ^300,00
" Oneida " " " " 538,00
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New Jersey.

New Jersey Baptist State Con-
vention 244,44

Salem, William K. Seagrave, per

Rev. I. M. Allen, 1,00

Patterson, Jiaptist church 13,24
" Sabbath school 4,36
" Infants' Sabbath school 3,40

East Jersej; For. Miss. Society 60,00

Pennsylvania.

Chesnut Hill, Rev. James Patter-

son, per Rev. I. M. Allen, 5,00
Charles W. Patterson 1,42

Mrs. Patterson 6,60
per Mrs. I. M. Allen, 8,02

West Chester, Sabbath school, for

Burman schools, 6,00

Mead, Baptist church, monthly
concert, per E. M. Miles, 5,00

Milestovvn, Baptist church, month-
ly concert, per Daniel Rorer, 5,00

Milton, Baptist church, monthly
concert, per Daniel C. Wait, 2,00

Lebanon, a friend to the truth, per
Rev. I. M. Allen, 10,00

;i6,44

41,02

Maiijland.

Baltimore, William Crane 100,00
Female Baptist Missionary So-

ciety, per Mrs. James Wil-
son, treasurer,

J. & T. Wilson
R. P. Brown
Daniel Chase
R. McEldowney
Rev.S. P. Hill

Rev. G. F. Adams
J. L. Dudley
S. Scribnor
D. W. Hall

Thomas Maybury
James M. Slaughter

Samuel Ward
Contribution

100,00

100,00

25,00

20,00
5,00

5,00

5,00
15,00

20,00

5,00

3,00

10,00

1,00

39,25
353,25

Pikesville, Bap. church, per Rev.
Joseph Metiam, 5,00

458,25

District of Columbia.

Washing-ton, Nicholas A. Purify,

student in Col. College,
" 1st Baptist church, contribution,
" Evangelical Society ofCol. Col-

lege, per J.G. Griffith, tr.,

" George Wood
Georgetown, Mr. McCutchen
" Miss McCutchen

5,00

32,09

25,00

10,00

5,00

5,00

82,09

Virginia.

Virginia Baptist Missionary So-
ciety, per Rev. J. B. Tay-
lor, tr.

—

A new-year's offering 50,00
Female friend 15,00
Dr. Alexander Somervail 30,00
Collected by Mrs. A. Key 25,00

120,00
Virginia Baptist Foreign Mission-
ary Society, per A. Thomas,
treasurer, 250,00

Richmond, Mrs. Shepard 10,00
A Virginia Baptist, for African

missions, 50,00
" " Siammiss., 50,00

100,00
Lynchburg, Mrs. Archer Smith,

for Karen mission, 10,00

490,00

Georgia.

Augusta, a lady, per William J.

Haw,

Alabama.

Dr. William Stewart 20,00
Shilo, Baptist church 27,00
James Lide 6,00
Samuel W. Lide 4,00
Rev. David Peebles 6,00
B. Bohannon 3,25
John Crosby 25,00
Robert Savage 5,00
Jacob S. Alison 10,00
Rev. J. Courtney 6,50
Miss Mary R. Youngblood 5,00

Bethany, Baptist church, per Eli-

sha Mosely, 16,00
Thomas Blackman 5,00
Thomas J. Dummond 2,00
Morgan Brown 5,00
Mrs. I. J. Fountain 10,00
Robert P. Lide 10,00
Rev. W. Kirven 10,00
Rev. Jesse Hartwell 10,25
A friend to missions, for Bur-
man mission, 200,00

Rev. T. W. Middleton, " 10,00
Salem, Tuscaloosa County, Bap.

church, for Burman mission, 10,00
John Middleton, " 3,00
Mrs. Serena Middleton, " 1,00
Miss Lotty Lindsey, " 1,00

Miss Sarah Fortson, " 3,00
Mrs. Fortson, " 1,00

Levi Jordon, " 5,00
Thomas Hardin, " 5,00
James Lide, for Burman bible, 4,00
C. H. Cleaveland, 10,00
Mrs. M. F. Hartwell 10,00
Rev. William Kirven 6,00
Centre Ridge church, mission

box 5,00

per Rev. Jesse Hartwell, -

Tennessee.

Somerville, Rev. P. S. Gale, per

Rev. S. H. Cone,

Kentucky.

Covington, a friend to missions

Oliio.

Cincinnati, Ninth-st. Bap. church 140,00
" James Wilson, sen., for educa-

tion of a Burman boy named
James Wilbur Wilson, per
J. W. Sheppard, tr., 10,00

100,00

458,00

100,00

26,00

160,00

;g4,230,69

H. Lincoln, Treasurer.
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